
Pastor’s Annual Report 
 
I know I say it every year, but I must say it again: it is truly a blessing to serve as your pastor at Memorial 
Presbyterian Church.  This past year has presented its share of challenges and blessings, and looking back 
now, it becomes clear how God has been nurturing, disciplining, and encouraging His church all along the 
way.  We’ve seen how the devastating power of a tornado can tear apart lives, but also how God can draw 
us closer together in acts of love and service.  We’ve experienced how the power of sin causes pain and 
division, but turning to the Word of God for the truth unites us in our ministry and mission as the Church.  
These are hard lessons to learn, but we are the better Church for having learned them. 
Looking forward into the coming year I expect we will find similar obstacles, but can we not also continue 
to rely on the strong and faithful hand of God to guide and to guard us?  Like the Israelites who heard the 
report of the spies in Numbers 13, will we listen to the majority report who focused on the giants, or to 
Joshua and Caleb, who trusted in God to give them the victory?  Let us go forth boldly into the new year, to 
proclaim the gospel of God’s saving love in Jesus Christ, to shine the light of the gospel on the powers of 
sin and corruption that we may be set free in the truth to live godly and upright lives, to adorn the gospel 
with our good works that all people might come to glorify God. 
In that light, let me offer two challenges to the church for the coming year: 
1) There is in economic circles something known as the Pareto Principle, or the Law of the Vital Few. 

This theory suggests that 80% of the effect comes from only 20% of the cause.  I’ve heard this used to 
describe the church as well; 80% of the work is done by only 20% of the members.   
I don’t know if this is exactly true of our church, but it does seem that when something needs to be 
done, it is always the same people showing up to do the work.  This is not how the church should be.  
God has called us all to the priesthood of believers, not just a few.  We are all called and equipped to 
pray, to love, and to serve one another.  There is no such thing as being too young or too old, for there 
is one Spirit giving us life and strength.  Remember, you need the church to encourage and challenge 
you in your walk with the Lord, but the church needs you, your insight, your gifts, your talents, so that 
we might be the church that God has called us to be. 

2) Let us shift our focus concerning Christian worship and education.  How many of us come to church 
with the attitude, “I’m going to worship”?  In reality, we ought to be worshipping God all the time, and 
coming to church is merely a time of corporate worship and learning.  The primary place of worship 
and education ought to be our homes.  The world’s greatest theological school, the world’s most 
beautiful sanctuary, is in the home. 
More is learned about God in the home than any other place.  By what we teach our children, by our 
attitudes and the way we live at home, they will learn about God and how important, or unimportant he 
is.  What are we teaching in the home?  What are we living in the home? 
My hope and prayer for this coming year is that we will find a renewed passion for worship and 
teaching in our homes.  Working toward this goal you will notice two things being emphasized this 
year: 

a. The promotion of Home Worship and the use of the Catechism 
b. Starting new Small Groups for fellowship and study. 

 
The prayer found on the cover of this year’s report is my prayer for the church.  “May the Lord make our 
church increase and abound in love for one another” and for all this coming year, “that our hearts may be 
established blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 
saints” (1 Thess. 3:12) 
 
Grace and peace, 
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2012 CHURCH OFFICERS 
The Session 
Class of 2012    Class of 2013   Class of 2014 
Mike Jacobson   Aaron De Vos   Tim De Stigter 
Becky Patterson   Donna Amundson  Gayle Cedar 
Janet Sullivan    Jeff Fuller   Laura Dawson 
Youth Elder --  Laci Sleezer 
     
The Board of Deacons 
Class of 2012    Class of 2013   Class of 2014  
Delores Richardson   Marv Frey   Marilyn Leinbaugh 
Nathan Leidahl   Nate Patterson   Dani Weber 
Norm Kolb    Marilyn Reitsma  Julie De Stigter 
Gale Brown    Jackie Courtright   Connie Ruble 
Youth in Training --  Brianna Nixon              
The Trustees 
Class of 2012     Class of 2013   Class of 2014 
Marc Sarchet    Julie Case   Jim Cedar 
Lisa Stowater    Sharon Fliear   Todd Faust 
Logan Patterson   Wayne Stewart  Leanne Valentine 
 
Christian Education 
Class of 2012    Class of 2013   Class of 2014 
Lindy Reinhart   Bette Bergert   Lisa White 
Amy Patterson    Cheryl Ellis   Lynn Rochelle Williams 
ReNae Smith    Clara Wulfsen   Dianne Sleezer 
 
The Foundation   
Class of 2012    Class of 2013   Class of 2014  
George Wittgraf   Ron Halverson  Cheryl Ellis 
     Tim De Stigter  Chuck Wulfsen 
 
Financial Review Committee 
Class of 2012    Class of 2013   Class of 2014 
Jim Sunde    Opal Pratt Wharton   David Ellis 
 
Worship & Music Committee 
Class of 2012    Class of 2013   Class of 2014 
Rashel Nixon    Chuck Noble   Amy Sarchet 
Bruce Amundson   Barb Geisinger  Libby Gustafson 
Dianne Gordon   Angy Becker   Blake Halverson 
 
Memorial Committee 
Class of 2012    Class of 2013   Class of 2014 
Cara Jacobson    Katie Leonard   Ruth Bartel 
Norm Kolb    John Gordon   Pat Schallehn 
 
Nominating Committee 2012 
Session  Trustee   Deacon   At Large 
1.  Jeff Fuller  1.  Wayne Stewart  1.  Nate Patterson  1.  Marc Sarchet 
2.  Gayle Cedar 2.  Logan Patterson  2.  Julie De Stigter  2.  Bruce Amundson 
           3.  Cara Jacobson 
           4.  Carol Leidahl 
           5.  Ami Burch 2



MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CHEROKEE, IOWA 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
JANUARY 22, 2012 

 
AGENDA 2012 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

I. Reading of the call for the Congregational – Corporation – Foundation meeting: 
 We call to order the Annual meeting of the Congregation of Memorial 
 Presbyterian Church, Cherokee, Iowa - for the 4th Sunday of January for  
 the purpose of receiving regular reports, reviewing the budget as adopted by  the 
Session, and voting any changes in the Pastor’s compensation package. 
 
II. Opening Prayer 
 
III. Motion to receive the minutes as printed and approved by Session on  January 30, 

2011 as per the Book of Order G-7.0307. 
Also to receive the minutes from the special congregational meeting on May 15, 
2011 and the minutes from October 30, 2011. 

 
IV. Reports of Organizations with in the church. 
  1. As in Annual Report Book (Presenters please be present) 
  2. Motion to receive them and file them for information. 
 
V. Thoughts of the Pastor 
 
 
VI. Thanks to those who served faithfully 
 A. Retiring Officers 
  1. Session Members: 
    Sonja Faust 
    David Graham 
    Julie De Stigter 
  2. Deacon Members: 
    Tim De Stigter 
    Vicki Wittgraf 
    Darla Struck 
    Patricia Sunde 
  3. Trustee Members: 
    Don Haack 
    Scott Weber 
    Lori Green 
 
  4. Those who have served on Committees 
 
  5. Lead and teach our children and youth 
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  6. Those who each Sunday make the morning church and   
   learning time a good possibility. 
   a. The choir members and leaders (Both Bell and Chancel) 
   b. The organists and pianist 
   c. Ushers and Greeters 
   d. The custodian 
   e. The P.A. operator 
   f.  The people who came with hearts and worship desires. 
 
 
VII. Necrology Report: Prayer – Moderator Pastor Ethan Sayler 
 
      Name Date of Death 
 Emogene Clover February 9, 2011     Non-member 
 Fern L. Sleezer February 26, 2011     Member 
 Robert Grauer March 11, 2011     Non-member 
 Ruth Rutherford April 15, 2011      Member 
 Rev. Robert C. Alexander April 27, 2011      Member 
 Jack Leinbaugh April 29, 2011      Member 
 Darlene Beck July 16, 2011 graveside    Non-member 
 Joan Fox September 28, 2011      Member 
 Cecil Akin November 09, 2011      Non-member 
 Margaret McDonald November 19, 2011  graveside  Non-member 
 Linda Green December 16, 2011       Member 
 
Of these services 6 were church members. 
 
 
VIII. Old Business 
   
 
IX. New Business 

A.  Motion to Approve By Laws of Memorial Presbyterian Church 
 
 
X. Adjournment to Corporation Meeting 
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MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CHEROKEE, IOWA 

ANNUAL CORPORATION MEETING 
JANUARY 22, 2012 

 
1. Call to order:   Logan Patterson,  Trustee Chairperson 
 
2. Approval of 
  Corporate Meeting Minutes as Printed from January 30, 2011  
  and Special Meeting - election of officers, October 30, 2011 
 
3. Presentation of Financial Reports 
 
 A. Receipts 
 
 B. Disbursements 
  
 C. Reserve Funds 
  
 D. Budget...... 
  1. As approved by Session per Book of Order (G-10.0102:) 
   Presented by the Budget Committee Representative 
  
 4. Other Corporation Business.... 
 
5. Adjournment to Foundation Meeting  
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MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CHEROKEE, IOWA 

ANNUAL FOUNDATION MEETING 
JANUARY 22, 2012 

 
1. Call to order:   Tim De Stigter 
 
2. Approval of 
  Foundation Meeting Minutes as Printed from January 30, 2011 
  and Special Meeting - October 30, 2011 
 
3. Presentation of Financial Reports 
 
 A. Receipts 
 
 B. Disbursements 
  
 C. Reserve Funds 
  
  
4. Other Foundation Business.... 
 
5. Motion to Adjourn 
 
6. Closing Prayer – Moderator Pastor Ethan D. Sayler 
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Annual Congregational Meeting 
Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Cherokee, Iowa 
January 30, 2011 

 
The congregation of Memorial Presbyterian Church of Cherokee held its regularly stated   
congregational meeting on January   30, 2011 in the sanctuary of the church.  Moderator, Rev. 
Ethan D. Sayler, read the “Call to Order” as printed in the agenda. There was a quorum present.  
The meeting was called to order with prayer by the moderator, Rev. Ethan D. Sayler. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to receive the minutes of the annual meeting of January 31, 
2010 as per the book of Order. The motion was carried. A motion was made and seconded to 
receive the minutes of the Special congregational meeting – Election of Officers- held on 
Sunday, October 31, 2010.  The congregation voted to accept. 
 
Pastor Ethan presented the reports on committees for approval.  A motion was made and 
seconded to receive and file the reports as printed in the Annual Report. The motion was carried. 
 
Pastor Ethan reflected on his year, including trends he sees in our church.  He reminded the 
congregation that we all have a responsibility to create growth in our church. We can do this by 
inviting others to join us to share the joy of worship and fellowship. We also must fully support 
the church’s budget. 
 
There was no Old Business 
There was no New Business 
 
Pastor Ethan gave thanks to all those who faithfully served and are now retiring as follows: 
 

Session Members: Ron Halverson, Donna Michel, Alex Faust – Youth Elder 
Deacon Members: Simon Fuller, Gene Michel, Dean Niemeier, Marla Noble 
Trustee Members: Lynn Jolly, Ann Robinson, Marilyn Leinbaugh 

 
Thanks to those serving on committees and all volunteers for special functions of this church 
including committee members, those who lead and teach our youth, choir, bell choir, organists, 
ushers, greeters, P.A. system operators, custodians, church office administrator, and to all who 
attend the church services ready to worship. 
 
The necrology report was given.  A memorial prayer was given by Pastor Ethan D. Sayler. 
            Name Date of Death 
 Delores “Dee” Osborn  January 12, 2010  Member 
 Anna Mae Ward  February 11, 2010  Non-member 
 Zona G. Olson  March 19, 2010  Member 
 Celestine “Sally” Warburton  April 20, 2010  Member 
 Gerald Coburn  May 16, 2010   Non-member  
 Dolores Jensen  June 05, 2010   Non-member 
 Thomas Harold Stevenson  August 02, 2010  Non-member 
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 Helen Nonken  September 01, 2010  Member  
 Ellen Reeser  September 25, 2010 graveside    Non-member 
 Lucille Westphal  November 03, 2010  Member 
 Dona Jean Townsend  December 10, 2010  Member 
  
 Of these services 6 were church members. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and approved by the congregation to adjourn to the Corporation 
meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Julie Hering Kent, Clerk of Session 
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Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Cherokee, Iowa 

 
Annual Corporate Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The annual corporate meeting of Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Cherokee, Iowa was held Sunday, January 30, 2011 in the church 
sanctuary immediately following the annual congregational meeting. Don 
Haack, vice chair of the Board of Trustees, called the meeting to order. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the annual 
corporation meeting held on January 3, 2010 and the Special Corporate 
Meeting held on October 31, 2010. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the financial reports as 
presented in the 2010 Annual Report, the Proposed 2012 Budget and 
approve the compensation package for Ethan Sayler. Motion carried. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Joni De Vos 
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Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Cherokee, Iowa 

 
Annual Foundation Meeting 

 
 

(Minutes from January 30, 2011 meeting)  
 
 
 

The annual Foundation meeting of Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
Cherokee, Iowa was held Sunday, January 30, 2011 in the church 
sanctuary immediately following the annual congregational meeting. Tim 
De Stigter, vice chair of the Foundation Board, called the meeting to order. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the annual 
corporation meeting held on January 3, 2010 and the Special Corporate 
Meeting held on October 31, 2010. Motion carried. 
 
The 2011 Financial Report was presented as recorded in the Annual 
Report.  A motion was entertained to receive these minutes.  The motion 
was seconded and carried. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Joni De Vos 
 
 
 
 
 

10



Special Congregational Meeting 
Memorial Presbyterian Church 

Cherokee, Iowa 
May 15, 2011 

 
 

 
A Special Congregational meeting was held following church services on May 15, 2011, for the 
purpose of electing a Deacon to complete the incomplete term from JoAnn Kruger.   
 
Rev. Ethan Sayler called meeting to order.  
 
Becky Patterson from the nominating committee presented a nomination of Katie Leonard to 
complete the term for the Class of 2013.  No other nominations were presented. 
 
A motion was made to accept this nomination for Katie Leonard to be elected as a Deacon to 
the Class of 2013.  This was seconded and approved by all. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  This was seconded and approved by all. 
 
Pastor Ethan D. Sayler closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sonja Faust 
Acting Secretary 
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Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Special Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, October 30, 2011 
 

Call to order by Pastor Ethan Sayler of the Special Congregational meeting of Memorial Presbyterian 
church for the purpose of: 

Electing   Elders to Session-Class of 2014 
Electing   Deacons to the Board of Deacons-Class of 2014 
Electing   Christian Education Members-Class of 2014 
Electing   Worship & Music Members-Class of 2014 
Electing   Memorial Members – Class of 2014 
Electing   Mission and Benevolence Committee – Class of 2014 
And 5 At-large members to Church Officers Nomination Committee  (By Acclamation) 
 

Moderator, Pastor Ethan Sayler, opened the meeting with prayer.   
 

Pastor Sayler called on the Chair of the Nominating Committee, Becky Patterson, to present the report of 
the Nominating Committee. 

  
Becky Patterson, Chair of the Nominations Committee, placed in nomination for Elder for 3 years, Class 
of 2014:  Tim De Stigter, Gayle Cedar and Laura Dawson and as a Young Adult Elder serving a one-year 
term, Laci Sleezer.  There being no further nominations the Congregation VOTED that nominations cease 
and the clerk be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for the nominees and they be declared elected. 
   
Becky Patterson, Chair of the Nominations Committee, placed in nomination for Deacon –Class of 2014:  
Marilyn Leinbaugh, Dani Weber, Julie De Stigter and Connie Rubel, and as a Deacon in Training for one 
year, Brianna Nixon.  There being no further nominations the Congregation VOTED that nominations 
cease and the clerk be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for the nominees and they be declared elected.  
 
Becky Patterson, Chair of the Nominations Committee, placed in nomination for Christian Education-
Class of 2014: Lisa White, Lynn Rochelle Williams and Dianne Sleezer.  There being no further 
nominations the Congregation VOTED that nominations cease and the clerk be instructed to cast a 
unanimous ballot for the nominees and they be declared elected. 
 
Becky Patterson, Chair of the Nominations Committee, placed in nomination for Worship and Music-
Class of 2014:  Amy Sarchet, Libby Gustafson and Blake Halverson.  There being no further nominations 
the Congregation VOTED that nominations cease and the clerk be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot 
for the nominees and they be declared elected. 
 
Becky Patterson, Chair of the Nominations Committee, placed in nominations for the Mission and 
Benevolence Committee – Class of 2014: Bob Franklin and Breanna Kellen.  There being no further 
nominations, the Congregation VOTED that nominations cease and the clerk be instructed to cast a 
unanimous ballot for the nominees and they be declared elected. 
 
Becky Patterson, Chair of the Nominations Committee, placed in nomination for Memorial Committee-
Class of 2014:  Pat Schallen and Ruth Bartel.  There being no further nominations the Congregation 
VOTED that nominations cease and the clerk be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for the nominees 
and they be declared elected. 
 
Selected by acclamation to the churches Officer Nominating Committee were:  Mark Sarchet, Bruce 
Amundson, Cara Jacobsen, Carol Leidel and Ami Burch. The Congregation VOTED these people be 
declared elected.  
 
Motion moved & seconded to adjourn the Congregational meeting. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Julie Hering Kent, Clerk of Session  
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Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Special Corporate Meeting 

 
October 30, 2011 

 
 
A special corporate meeting of Memorial Presbyterian Church, Cherokee, Iowa, was held 
on Sunday, October 30, 2011, immediately after a special congregational meeting in the 
church sanctuary. The meeting was called to order by Don Haack. 
 
Purpose of this meeting was for the Election of three Trustees for a three year term.  Don 
Haack placed the following names for nomination:  Jim Cedar, Leanne Valentine and 
Todd Faust.  Motion was made and seconded that nominations cease and the ballet be 
cast as unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
The following name was placed into nomination for the Financial Inventory Committee 
for a three year term: David Ellis.  Motion was made and seconded that nominations 
cease and the ballet be cast as unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adjourn and seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Sharon Fliear,    
Board of Trustee’s Secretary 
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Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Special Foundation Meeting 

 
October 30, 2011 

 
 
A special Foundation meeting of Memorial Presbyterian Church, Cherokee, Iowa, was 
held on Sunday, October 30, 2011, immediately following a special corporate meeting in 
the church sanctuary. The meeting was called to order. 
 
Purpose of this meeting was for the Election of two Directors for a three year term.  
Elected to run were Cheryl Ellis and Chuck Wulfsen. 
 
Motion was made and seconded that nominations cease and the ballot be cast as 
unanimous.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adjourn and seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Joni DeVos, Church Office Administrator 
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2011 SESSION REPORT 
 

Total Members as of January 1, 2011                                                                        317 
 
ADDITIONS: 
 Profession of Faith - Reaffirmation of Faith   2 
 Restored   0  
 Letter of Transfer   4 
 TOTAL ADDITIONS  6 
 
LOSSES: 
 Letter of Transfer   1 
 Placed on Inactive Rolls 47 
 Removal from the Rolls   5 
 Death   6 
 TOTAL LOSSES  59 
 
Total Membership as of December 31, 2011  264 
 
 
 Adult Baptisms   0 
 Child Baptisms   0 
 Infant Baptisms   4 
 Weddings   1 
 Funerals   6 
 
ACTIONS OF THE SESSION: 
 
 The Lord’s Supper was served every month with a total of 1,541 being served 
Communion.   
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Administration Proposed Budget
Office Supplies 3,000.00                       
Postage 2,200.00                       
Publications 750.00                           
Service Contracts and Misc. 1,200.00                       
Telephone and Internet 1,900.00                       

Total Administration 9,050.00$                     

Church Insurance
Insurance 6,500.00                       

Total Insurance 6,500.00$                     

Maintenance
Capital Improvement 3,500.00                      
Electricity 4,500.00                      
Gas 6,000.00                      
Snow Removal 600.00                         
Pest Removal 500.00                         
Boiler Renewal 50.00                           
Repairs & Supplies 3,600.00                      
Elevator Inspection 1,500.00                      
Water & Sewer 500.00                         

Total Maintenance 20,750.00$                   

Salaries
Salary - Bells 450.00                           
Salary - Office Temp 600.00                           
Salary - Office Manager 22,000.00                     
Salary - Organist 2,500.00                       
Salary - Choir Director 1,600.00                       
Salary - Pastor 33,445.00                     
Salary - Pastor - Book Expense 500.00                           
Salary - Pastor - Business Expense 500.00                           
Salary - Pastor - Continuing Ed. 500.00                           
Salary - Pastor - Housing 20,000.00                     
Salary - Pastor - Supplement 4,000.00                       
Salary - Pastor - Mileage 1,200.00                       
Salary - Pulpit Supply 600.00                           
Salary - Sexton 13,000.00                     
Salary - Sexton - Mileage 100.00                           
Salary - Youth Director 29,700.00                     
Salary - Youth Director - Mileage 500.00                           
Salary - Youth Director - Business 500.00                           
Salary - Youth Director Con Ed 500.00                           

Total Salary 132,195.00$                 
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Board of Pensions
Health Insurance and Pension 17,236.00                     

Total Board of Pension 17,236.00$                   

Tax
Payroll Taxes 5,000.00                       

Total Taxes 5,000.00$                     

Board of Deacons
Board of Deacons 500.00                           

Total Board of Deacons 500.00$                        

Worship
Banners 100.00                         
Radio Ministry 100.00                         
Choir Music 500.00                         
Candles 50.00                           
Communion 50.00                           
Organ/Piano Tuning 2,500.00                      
Flowers 200.00                         
License Renewal 370.00                         
Choir Robe 250.00                         
Bell Choir Music 200.00                         
Special Music 150.00                         
Bulletins and Supplies 800.00                         

Total Worship 5,270.00$                     

Hospitality
Hospitality 250.00                         

Total Hospitality 250.00$                       

Fellowship Hour
Fellowship 150.00                           

Total Fellowship Hour 150.00$                        

Christian Education
Adult Ministries 750.00                           
Child Care 500.00                           
Confirmation 600.00                           
Graduation 100.00                           
After School Program 1,000.00                       
Nursery Supplies 100.00                           
Sunday School 1,250.00                       
Youth Group 800.00                           
VBS 1,000.00                       

Total Christian Education 6,100.00$                     
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Camp Scholarship
Campership 4,000.00                      

Total Camp Scholarship 4,000.00$                    

Total Budget 207,001.00$                 

Benevolence
Missions
Per Capita

Total Benevolence -                                 

A note regarding Mission and Per Capita funding -  
Mission - In the past we have budgeted our projected mission giving at levels 
reflecting  our anticipated income.  In actual practice, however, we have only ever 
spent that which we have recieved in mission offerings.  Rather than inflate the 
projected budget , we have moved the mission line outside of the operational 
budget of the church.  This will in no way change our practice of mission giving.  
We will continue to give those monies which are recieved directly to our selected 
mission  partners. 
 
Per Capita - In the past we have pledged to give our voluntary Per Capita 
contribution to the denomination (Presbytery, Synod, and General Assembly), 
pledging around $9,000 per year .  However,  in the past few years, we have only 
recieved around $1,000 annually in Per Capita contributions from church 
members.  In order to cover  the difference, monies were then taken from 
General Contributions. 
The Session has decided that in 2012 we will treat the Per Capita as any other 
mission offering, paying out only those funds that we recieve.  The Session prays 
that this decision will encourage those members who wish to support the Per 
Capita fund to give generously. 
 
Per Capita Amount for 2012 - $26.33 
Per Capita Breakdown  
Presbytery - $14.70 
Synod - $5.00 
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FINANCIAL INVENTORY COMMITTEE REPORT 

2011 

 

The Financial Inventory Committee met on January 11, 2012 to do an inventory of the contents 
of the Safety Deposit Box in Cherokee State Bank and to audit the balances of the Church Office 
Administrator’s annual financial report for checking and savings accounts, certificates of deposit, 
money market deposits, and other investments. 

 

The contents of the Safety deposit box are: 

 

Paid mortgage papers from Sioux Valley Savings and Loan Association--- 

$110,000 Paid 9/29/1977 

Paid mortgage papers from Sioux Valley Savings and Loan Association acquired by NW Federal 
Savings Bank. 

         $50,000 Paid 6/13/1990 

Paid mortgage papers from Sioux Valley Savings and Loan Association acquired by NW Federal 
Savings Bank. 

         $50,000 Paid 6/13/1990 

 

Abstract – Lots 13 & 14, Block 7 of Town of New Cherokee dated 6/28/1907. 

Abstract – Lots 11,12 & 15, Block 7 of New Cherokee dated 4/28/1942. 

Abstract – Consolidated Lots 11, 12, 13, 14 & 15, Block 7 of New Cherokee and E. 152 ¼ Ft. of 
Lot 1 of Fisher Addition of New Cherokee (old manse) dated 11/29/1979. 

 

Articles of Corporation and Amendments #’s 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, & 11 and Certificates of 
filing with the State of Iowa. 
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Certificate of Deposit: 

Cherokee State Bank #53355  Endowment Fund   $   2,000.00 

Central Bank #7134819  George Bacon    $62,985.23 

 

Foundation Certificate of Deposit: 

Cherokee State Bank #58842       $  8,024.60 

 

New Covenant Fund investment of 292.398 shares each valued at $42.75 per share for a total 
initial investment of $12,500.00 on 3/21/2000.  Current investment is 418.594 shares valued at 
$29.76 per share for a total value of $12,457.36 on 12/31/2011. 

Safekeeping receipt for one U.S. Treasury Bond in the amount of $7,152.13 held at Cherokee 
State Bank due 5/15/2020 at 3.278% interest paid in May and November from Mr. & Mrs. 
Thomas Caswell Memorial Funds. 

Agreement between Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Caswell and Memorial Presbyterian Church dated 
December 21, 1945 for a memorial. 

 

Inventory lists of Church property prepared in 2011 for: 

1.  Main Sanctuary 
2. Church Lounge 
3. Library 
4. Dining Room  
5. Kitchen & storage room 
6. Janitor closets & storage rooms 
7. Middle Room #202 upstairs 

Inventory lists of Church property prepared in 2005 for: 

1.  Main Sanctuary with detailed description of pipe organ & P.A. system 
2. Church Lounge 
3. Minister’s Office 
4. Library 
5. Dining Room 
6. Kitchen 
7. 2005 DVD of digital photos of items in above locations 
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Drawings of windows over West Willow Street Church entrance by Jan Huber. 

 

The Committee obtained independent information from the Financial Institutions noted above as 
of 12/31/2011 for the year end balances in the Church’s accounts as listed above.  The committee 
then checked these numbers against the information provided by the Church Office 
Administrator. 

 

Recommendations to the Session and Trustees: 

1.  Annually add new furniture, equipment and fixtures valued at more than $5,000 to the 
inventory list.  Do a complete inventory every five years.  This should be done in 2016.  
The 2011 inventory needs to be reconciled with the 2005 inventory to ensure everything 
is included. 

 
2. Two people should be required to be present to open the safety deposit box.  Presently the 

Church Office Administrator is the only one authorized to access the Safety deposit box.  
Suggestions would be a Trustee or an Elder, or the Clerk of the Session with two 
authorized to open the box together.  If there were two besides the Church Office 
Administrator, that would be a precaution if someone was not available.  This really 
needs to be done. 
 

3. Each Church Committee that has an account should approve their own audit if they are 
not handled by the Church Office Administrator. 
 

4. The Church Foundation committee should also approve their own audit. 
 

5. The paid mortgage papers could be removed and destroyed from the safety deposit box. 
 

 

The Committee thanks Joni De Vos, our Church Office Administrator, for her expertise and help 
in assisting us with our duties. 

 

2011 Financial Inventory Committee 

Laura Dawson ’11, Jim Sunde ’12, Opal Pratt Wharton ‘13 
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MPC Foundation 

2011 Annual Report 
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MPC Foundation 

2011 Annual Report 
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            MISSIONS AND BENEVOLENCES 2011 
 
The Mission Committee met regularly to plan monthly giving and new mission opportunities 
for the church. 
 
Members for the year 2011 were:  Pastor Sayler, Tim De Stigter, Margaret Woltman, Joyce 
Bennett, Becky Patterson and Aaron De Vos. 
 
Mission giving for 2011: 
 
       January  PET (Bob Franklin Mission)   $     772.50 
 February   Cherokee County Ministerial Assoc.  $     427.00 
 March    Presbyterian Camp at Okoboji   $     725.00 
 April   One Great Hour of Sharing   $     790.00 
 May   C.A.P. (Catholic Food Pantry)   $     483.50 
 June   Laborers With Christ    $     547.00
 July    Habitat for Humanity    $     487.50 
 August   HAFF and 10 Talents    $     552.00 
 September   Heifer International    $     487.00 
 October  Avant Ministry (Lee & Tina Svanda)  $     407.50  
 November   Salvation Army and    $     273.50 
    GIdeons     $     248.50 
 December  Christmas Joy Offering    $     562.00 
    Youth Programs    $     892.92 
    Radio Ministry     $     765.00 
    Prayer Shawl Ministry    $     175.00 
    Per Capita 2011    $  9,000.00 
               TOTAL Mission Giving $17,595.92 
   
 
Featured missions for the month had information provided in the Sunday bulletins, 
sometimes as inserts, and in the Chimes.  On occasion committee members highlighted 
moments for mission and updates from the pulpit. 
 
Mission plan for 2012: 
 
 

January  PET Personal Energy Transportation   
                           (Bob Franklin Mission)                                                                                                                                                                           

 February 5th-25th  Cherokee County Ministerial Association 
 February 26th-March 17th C.A.P. (Catholic Food Pantry) 
 March 18th-April 8th One Great Hour of Sharing  
 April 9th- April 30th Habitat for Humanity 
 May Presbyterian Camp at Okoboji 
 June Laborers With Christ   (Les DeRoos Mission) 
 July Gideons 
 August  H.A.F.F.  
 September Heifer International 
 October Avant Ministry (Lee & Tina Svanda) 
 November Salvation Army  
 December Christmas Joy Offering 
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Christian Education Report 2011 
 

Class of 2011    Class of 2012   Class of 2013 
Dondee Halverson   Amy Patterson   Betty Bergert 
Jan Thevenin    ReNae Smith   Cheryl Ellis 
Lisa White    Lindy Reinhart  Clara Wulfsen 
 
The Christian Education Committee met on the second Monday each month at the beginning of the year 
before meetings were moved to the second Tuesday of each month. Sonja Faust attended as Session 
Representative. Meetings were led by Director of Christian Education Sara Lamb. 
 
The Christian Education Committee organizes the educational programs for the youth and the children of 
the church. The purpose of these activities is to build a strong foundation for their faith as we promised at 
their baptism. 
 
The responsibilities of this committee are: 
 Sunday School program and calling teachers and substitutes 
 Vacation Bible School and volunteers 
 Youth programs and volunteers 
 Overseeing the nursery and nursery attendants 
 Confirmation 
 Graduation Recognition 
 Promote Church Camp 
 Distribute Bibles to students 
 Christmas Program 
 Sunday School Rally Day 
 Suggesting a high school junior to serve as Youth Elder 
 
The Rock (Building Our Lives on a Firm Foundation) program for K-6 continued using a rotational 
model, each month delving into a new Bible story or theme with a variety of activities. In the spring of 
2011, the 4-6 grade youth worked on a puppet play with Molly Ver Heul. The youth performed the play 
for the congregation and also for the Tween Retreat at the Presbyterian Camp on Okoboji. Thirteen youth 
from our church attended the Tween Retreat. Kindergarten- 3rd grade played the rainbow bells in the 
Rainbow Bell Rockstar choir. The last meeting of the Rock for the 2010-2011 school year was held at the 
Wellness Center and included gym time, swimming and a pizza party. Attendance was usually around 18-
20 children. 
 
In September the Rock began again for the new school year, with grades K-5. There are 20-25 youth who 
attend. The youth continued to learn Bible stories and worked together on a short play that was performed 
as part of the Christmas Celebration on December 11. Regular volunteers helping with The Rock include 
Margaret Woltman and Connie Ruble in the kitchen, teachers Lisa White, Marv Frey, Logan Patterson 
and Amy Patterson and helpers David LaFleur, Dallas Ellis and Brianna Nixon. Several other people have 
helped in the kitchen and with activities.  
 
During the spring semester of 2011, both junior high and high school youth groups met Wednesday 
evenings at the church for Bible study and fellowship with DCE Sara Lamb leading. High school youth 
group attendance averaged between 8-10. Junior high youth group averaged 5-7 regular attending youth.  
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Two youth attended the middle school retreat at the Presbyterian Camp on Okoboji. Two adults and 
eleven young women from grades 6-10 attended the Revolve Conference in Kansas City in February. 
Junior high and high school youth served a soup lunch after church for the Souperbowl of Caring. Money 
and canned goods were taken to the Mid Sioux food pantry.  
 
Senior High students led a Sunrise Service on Easter Sunday at the church and then served brunch 
following worship. Breeana DeVos and Brianna Nixon were confirmed on Easter Sunday, receiving a 
Bible and a flower.  
 
Ten graduates were honored in May and presented with a book.  
 
In Fall of 2011, a middle school youth group started with 6th-8th grade. Sonja Faust assisted Sara Lamb in 
leading the group. Attendance averages 9-12 youth. The youth went through a curriculum called Images 
of God. Confirmation for 7-8 grade met following middle school youth group on Wednesday evenings.  
 
High school youth group met Wednesday nights, also. The group was led by Sara Lamb and together 
began reading through the gospel of John. Youth in grades 6-12 learned an interpretive stick routine under 
the direction of Dave Ellis and performed it for the Christmas Celebration. 
 
The CE Committee helped with a float in the Rodeo Parade promoting our VBS program. Several youth 
rode on our SonHarvest County Fair themed float. 
 
SonHarvest County Fair was the theme of Vacation Bible School under the direction of Ami Burch held 
in the morning, June 13-17. The mission offering from VBS went to the Heifer Project. Children had fun 
bringing in change and watching it add up with our counting pig bank. 
 
In June four youth and three adults went to Joplin, MO as part of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 
The team worked under the direction of the Americorps in helping with tornado cleanup.  
 
Sunday School Rally Day took place on Sunday, August 21. Sunday school classes started on August 29. 
The curriculum is “Walk with Me.” Sunday school teachers include Amy Patterson, Natalie Wulfsen, 
ReNae Smith, Kimberly Kellen, Carol Berkler, Julee Abrahamson, Marv Frey, Ami Burch, Marilyn 
Reitsma, Dave Ellis and Sara Lamb. Adult Sunday school classes were led by Pastor Ethan Sayler and 
Gale Brown. There are 47 students enrolled with an average attendance of 35.  
 
Several youth rode on the Christmas Parade float designed and constructed by the Ron and Dondee 
Halverson, Mike and Cara Jacobson and Boyd and Lisa White. The float was a giant snow globe with 
Joseph and Mary (Pastor Ethan and Christi) surrounded by church youth. The float took 1st in the non-
profit category. 
 
The Christian Ed Committee would like to thank all who help us with our goal of nurturing youth from 
our congregation and community. Your love for God is contagious; thank you for sharing it with our 
younger brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sara Lamb, Christian Education Director 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS 
2011-2012  

 
PRESCHOOL  

TEACHERS: Amy Patterson and Natalie Wulfsen 
 Three year olds  
Gerrit DeVos   1003 Pilot    Joni & Aaron 
Amelia Bo Ellis  457 Euclid    Cheryl & Dave 
Colton Gustafson  1700 Linden St.   Libby & Dan 
Logan Patterson  1405 530th St.    Amy & Logan 
Isaiah Sayler   518 West Cedar   Christi & Ethan 
Olivia Schnabel  707 N Main Ida Grove  Joyce & Steven 

Four year olds 
Leah Ellis   457 Euclid    Cheryl & Dave 
Hayley Frey     1003 Rock Island   Erica & Darrin 
Nora Dee Hare  PO Box 467 Sutherland 51058 Lisa 
Cully Mizner Fundermann 723 W Cherry    Ashley & Jacob Bruce 
Grady Mizner Fundermann 723 W Cherry    Ashley & Jacob Bruce 
Cooper Nixon   PO Box 225 Cherokee  Jen & Mike 
Noah Sayler   518 West Cedar   Christi & Ethan  
 

KINDERGARTEN AND FIRST GRADE  
TEACHERS: ReNae Smith and Kimberly Kellen 

Kindergarten 
Jadyn Burch   1507 Susan Avenue  Ami & Matt 
Nicole De Vos   1003 Pilot   Joni & Aaron 
Emma Patterson  1405 530th St.    Amy & Logan 
Jillian Schnabel  707 N Main Ida Grove Joyce & Steven 

First Grade 
Heidi Ellis   457 Euclid Avenue  Cheryl & Dave 
Avery Mizner   723 W. Cherry   Ashley & Jacob Bruce 

 
SECOND AND THIRD GRADE 

TEACHERS: Carol Berkler and Julee Abrahamson  
Second Grade 

Riley Bezoni   717 West Elm Street  Pam Bezoni 
Lydia Miller   914 West Bluff  Sherry & Ranald  
Rayann Patterson  1405 530th St.   Amy & Logan 

Third Grade 
Elizabeth Ellis   457 Euclid Avenue  Cheryl & Dave 
Carter Jacobson  1063  440th Street, Meriden  Cara & Michael 
Avery Knipper   5901 O Ave    Bree & Marc 
Jemae Nichols   410 Valley View Dr.  Amy & Victor 
Caleb Sayler   518 West Cedar  Christi & Ethan 
Jared Woltman  5329 O Avenue  Nancy & Aaron 
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FOURTH AND FIFTH GRADE 

TEACHERS: Marv Frey and Ami Burch 
Fourth Grade 

Katlynn Burch   1507 Susan Avenue  Ami & Matt 
Aliyah Graybill  104 East Cherry  Jayla & Brett 
 Fifth Grade 
William Nixon  721 W Main   Rashel & Steve 
Alisanne Struck  926 Hillside   Darla & Paul 
Brendon Sullivan  5045 W Avenue, Aurelia Nicholas 
Grant Wulfsen   311 Coyote Drive  Natalie & Chuck 

 
SIXTH, SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE 

TEACHERS: Dave Ellis and Marilyn Reitsma 
 Sixth Grade 

Charlie Ann Carlson  347 Fountain Street  Ramona & Greg 
Amelia Faust   4891 Tanager Ave, Paullina Sonja & Todd 
Isabelle Faust   4891 Tanager Ave, Paullina Sonja & Todd 
Alayne Graybill  104 East Cherry  Jayla & Brett 
Kylee Knipper   5901 O Ave.   Bree & Marc  
Layne Reinhart  537  Park   Lindy 
Hannah Sayler   518 West Cedar  Christi & Ethan 
Lindsay Williams  555 Park   Lynn Rochelle & Todd 
Sydney Woltman  5329 0 Avenue  Nancy & Aaron 

Seventh Grade 
Max De Vos   1003 Pilot Ave.  Joni & Aaron 
Eric Peterson   112 S 10th   Karen & John 
Trey Valentine   1109 St. Andrews Drive Leanne & Troy 
Jillian Woods   1171 470th, Meriden  Jalene & Tim 
Elizabeth Wulfsen   311 Coyote   Natalie & Chuck 
 Eighth Grade 
Isaiah Faust   4891 Tanager, Paullina Sonja & Todd 
Joshua Nichols  410 Valley View Dr.  Amy & Victor 
Derek Nixon   916 Harris   Jen & Mike  
Maddyson Reinhart  537 Park   Lindy 
 

SENIOR HIGH 
Teacher: Sara Lamb  

Freshman 
Breeana De Vos  1003  Pilot  Ave.  Joni &  Aaron 
Brianna Nixon   721 W Main   Rashel & Steve  
Libby Peterson  112 S 10th   Karen & John 
Jordan Weaver  347 Fountain Street  Ramona & Greg Carlson 
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Sophomore 
Blake Halverson  1549 520th St.    Dondee & Ron 
Brianna Kellen  958 570th   Lisa & Tom 
Kaitlyn Miller   914 W. Bluff   Sherry & Ranald  
 Junior 
Amanda Hall   457 Euclid Ave.  Cheryl & Dave Ellis 
Dallas Ellis   457 Euclid Ave.  Cheryl & Dave Ellis 
Lacie Sleezer   5103 W Ave., Aurelia  Diane & Robert 
Lauren Woltman  4781 High Country Road Lisa Stowater 
Clara Wulfsen   311 Coyote   Natalie & Chuck 

Senior 
Alexa Brewster    Travis Frey 
Audrey Jessen   3007 180th Street, Sac City Samantha Jessen 
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HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE REPORT 2011 

 
 
 

Members:  Ruth Bartel, Virginia Whittenburg, Donna Braband, and Joyce Woods 
 

 The purpose of the Hospitality Committee is to serve bridal showers, weddings 
receptions and other gatherings when requested by church members. 
 
 A schedule of fees charged for non-members for various types of service is 
available at the church office. 
 
 Thank you to other church members who have assisted the Committee in 2011. 
 
Events planned and served by the Committee in 2011: 
 
 
April 2, 2011                 Bridal Shower for Jenessa Schutte, bride elect of Carl Amundson. 
 
October 15, 2011          Bridal Shower for Misty Bushlow, bride elect of Daryl Gorff. 
 
October 22, 2011          Bridal Shower for Ashley Mizner, bride elect of Jacob Bruce. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
Joyce Woods 

 
 

2010 Financial Report for Hospitality Committee 
 

BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY 1, 2011   $444.80  
 
RECEIPTS 
 Donations from Committee    $     30.00 
  Total Receipts     $     30.00 
 
DISBURSEMENTS 
 Fareway & Hy-Vee  (groceries for showers)  $  24.99 
 Rhoadside Blooming House  

(corsages and balloons)  $  32.10 
 Chronicle Times (advertising for Showers)  $ 154.00 
 Margaret Woltman  (committee gift for Brides) $   42.00 
 Card Smart    (napkins )    $     3.73 
  Total Disbursements    $ 813.27 
BALANCE ON HAND DECEMBER 19, 2011   $217.98 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 Ruth Bartel  
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FUNERAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2011 
 

Under the direction of the Session, a Funeral Committee will coordinate with the families 
to serve at the time of funerals. 
 
During 2011, the Funeral Committee served 6 families either a lunch or a meal before or 
following a funeral service. 
 
The Funeral Committee has donated approximately 240 hours of volunteer service.  We 
have served approximately 530 people.  We have received gifts of money from the 
families served.  A financial report is below. 
 
The committee wishes to thank everyone who has assisted us in the past year, in 
providing this service from Memorial Presbyterian Church in His name. 
 
We appreciate the many hours of help everyone has given.  We have an “On Call Core of 
Helpers”.  If you would like to have your name added to our list, give one of us a call. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Mildred Hyndman, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 FUNERAL COMMITTEE FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY 1, 2011    $4598.91 
 
 
INCOME: 
 Donations for serving 6 funerals  $525.00 
 
 
EXPENDITURES: 
 Supplies     $   172.30 
 
 
BALANCE ON HAND DECEMBER 31, 2011    $4,951.61 
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Church Family Fellowship  
 ANNUAL REPORT 2011 

 
  
The church family fellowship group(CFF) is a group of adults and children that 
meet periodically through the year to have fun or to do projects for the church 
and the church camp. 
 
This past year the group met for bowling at the Cherokee Bowl, over spring 
break.   In June  the group purchased paint for the overflow room in the 
basement along with other church members, and did some updating.  They also 
purchased a meal for the volunteers.   
 
Some other projects they also helped were the support of Alanna Valentine on 
her mission trip, and the youth group that went to Joplin Missouri for a cleanup 
week, after the devastating tornado. 
 
There was also the annual decorating of the Church for Christmas, followed by a 
pizza supper on November 20th!!!   
 
This year three couples from the group, the Jacobsons, Halversons, and Whites, 
put together a first place Christmas float with the theme, "Joy to the World". 
 
A permanent sign for the Memorial Presbyterian Church was also purchased 
from RJ Thomas to use on this year’s float and future events that we need to use 
it for!!! 
 
These events and projects are all funded by the annual "Nut Sales", so for this 
we thank you for your support to make this all possible! 
 
Submitted by Cara Jacobson  
Chairperson 
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Church Family Fellowship  
 FINANCIAL REPORT 2011 

 
 
The balance on hand as of January 1, 2011......................................................$4,041.18 
  
Income for 2011: 
 
January  6....................................................................................$  273.30 
February 8...................................................................................$    12.45 
October 13...................................................................................$  584.00 
October 20...................................................................................$  255.00 
November28................................................................................$  216.00 
December 5.................................................................................$  670.00 
December12................................................................................$1,375.00 
December 19...............................................................................$  219.00 
December 19...............................................................................$  120.00 
  
Total Income  for 2011........................................................................$3,724.65 
  
Expenses for 2011: 
  
March 18(bowling).......................................................................$   225.00 
March 19(allanaValentine)...........................................................$  100..00 
June 18(youth trip).......................................................................$   150.00 
June 16(paint at Bomgaars)........................................................$   156.54 
June 18(Dairy Queen)food for volunteers...................................$     62.96 
October 20(Terilyn Nut order).....................................................$ 2,599.34 
November 20(pizza)....................................................................$    108.00 
November 20(pop and cookies)..................................................$      24.18 
November 27(Kmart) lights for float............................................$      46.19 
November 29(hobby Lobby)materials for float............................$      88.47 
November 29(fareway)candy canes............................................$     23.43 
November 30(bomgaars) mat. for float........................................$     14.72 
December 18(pilot Rock) signage...............................................$    123.16 
December 27(cara) reimburse. for nut samples from sept .........$      94.65 
  
Total Expenses for 2011.....................................................................$3,816.64 
  
  
Balance as of December 31, 2011....................................................................$3,949.19 
  
  
Respectfully Submitted: 
 Cara M. Jacobson 
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Memorial Committee 
Annual Report December 31, 2011 

 
Memorial Committee Mission Statement 

To graciously accept, judiciously safeguard, cautiously invest, generously disperse, 
the gifts received in memory of loved ones of the Presbyterian Church family. 
 
 
Class of 2011    Class of 2012   Class of 2013 
Eleanor Johnson   Cara Jacobsen, Secy.  Katie Leonard 
Ruth Bartel    Norm Kolb   John K. Gordon, Chm. & Treas. 
 
Balance on hand January 1, 2011    $8509.15  
    
Memorials and Gifts    
Undesignated Memorials  $645.00    
Organ Maintenance  $754.00   
Choir Music  $624.00    
Kay Rutherford Scholarship Fund  $500.00    
Checking Account Interest $14.20     
      
      
Total Income   $2537.20   
    
    
    
Disbursements    
Rock Youth Group  $200.00    
Pauline Brown-coffee maker for lounge  $34.24    
USPS  $8.80    
Dianne Gordon-organ lessons  $180.00    
   Rutherford Scholarship      
                  
MPC Mastercard-office stapler  $338.79    
Total Disbursements   $761.83   
    

Balance on hand December 31, 2011   
 

$10,284.52  
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      John K. Gordon 
      Chairman and Treasurer 
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 2011 Contributions to the Memorial Fund

DONORS IN MEMORY OF
Undesignated Contributions
   Sleezer Family Fern Sleezer
   Opal Pratt Wharton Fern Sleezer

   Opal Pratt Wharton Ruth Rutherford
   Delores Richardson Ruth Rutherford
   Joyce Woods Ruth Rutherford
   Beverly A. Zieman Ruth Rutherford

   Delores Richardson Jack Leinbaugh
   Beverly A. Zieman Jack Leinbaugh
   Opal Pratt Wharton Jack Leinbaugh
   Wayland and Donna Hicks Jack Leinbaugh
   David and Susan Graham Jack Leinbaugh
   Rev. Ray and JoAnn Kruger Jack Leinbaugh
 
   Tim and Pat Stewart Bob Alexander

DESIGNATED CONTRIBUTIONS
Choir Music and Organ Maintenance
   Betty M. Berigan Joan Fox
   Wayne and Betty Stewart Joan Fox
   R. E. and M. J. Goodwin Joan Fox
   Dr. John and Dorcas Barlow Joan Fox
   Mr. and Mrs. Delbert Winterhof Joan Fox
   Bill and Joyce Bennett Joan Fox
   Cynthia Krause Joan Fox
   Lynn and Diane Jolly Joan Fox
   David and Susan Graham Joan Fox
   James and Denise Sporrer Joan Fox
   Brent and Debbie Nelson Joan Fox
   Sandra J. O’Hearn Joan Fox
   Opal Pratt Wharton Joan Fox
   Karen P. Nelson Joan Fox
   Cash Memorials Joan Fox

Choir Music
   Logan and Tamara Patterson Fern Sleezer

   Betty Berigan John Berigan

   Gale and Jeri Evans Ruth Rutherford
   Carol Leidahl Ruth Rutherford

   Carol Leidahl Jack Leinbaugh
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 2011 Contributions to the Memorial Fund

DESIGNATED CONTRIBUTIONS cont.
Choir Music
   Opal Pratt Wharton Bob Aleaxander
   Wayne and Betty Stewart Bob Aleaxander

   Various Memorials Joan Fox

Organ Maintenance
   Betty Berigan John Berigan

   Dianne Gordon Jack Leinbaugh

   Dianne Gordon Bob Alexander

   Various Memorials Joan Fox

   Dianne Gordon
    From K. Rutherford Scholarship

Special Gift
   Kay Rutherford Scholarship
     to be used for
     1.  Organ Lessons
     2.  Stephens Ministry
     3.  Church Music
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WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE 2011 
 
 

This year’s committee members did an excellent job filling all three summer months with 
commitments to provide special music for June, July and August.  There were several youth 
performers which was wonderful.  It was decided this year that a $20 payment would be 
offered to those performing and about half of them accepted. 
 
A new pot luck dinner was added this year after church service on February 13th.  Get-togethers 
featuring food seem to be a popular and well attended function! 
 
The committee also planned the annual Maundy Thursday potluck dinner on April 21st.  It too, 
was well attended.  Easter Lilies were purchased by congregation members and adorned the 
church as well as the cross.   
 
The tradition of passing out carnations for the Mother’s Day Service to all the women attending 
church that Sunday was done again this year.   
 
We had great weather for our “Fathers Day in the Park” church service.  It was held at the 
Bacon Aquatic Center followed by, yes, you guessed it…..a pot luck dinner. 
 
The committee a new Christmas Banner for the north entry. 
 
Our Thanksgiving Dinner was catered by Hy-Vee, after the November 20th church service, 
served 142, an all time high.   It was an extra special time as we had several folks attend from 
outside the church.    
 
This year the church hired a new church organist, Meribeth Adams, to replace Neil Ehrich, who 
retired.  She is a wonderful asset and the choir is very thankful to have her. 
 
Christmas Poinsettias were purchased by congregation members and decorated the sanctuary.  
Amy and Marc Sarchet along with David Lafleur provided special music for the Christmas Eve 
Service.  
 
I want to say thank you to those committee members, who faithfully attended all our meetings, 
and were willing to help out at all of our events.  It makes the chairperson’s job much easier.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Angy Becker 
Music & Worship Chairperson 
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P.W. REPORT 2011 

 
 

Memorial Presbyterian Women or P.W. met for circle meetings the third Wednesday of 
each month except for the months of July and December for Bible Study.   
 
On February 14th cookies were delivered to home bound and nursing home residents.   
 
March brings Sermons Ala Carte which many P.W. members helped with the preparation 
of the meals, donating bars and salads and staffing the dining room.   
 
In April we were hostess to approximately 70 P.W. for the Spring Gathering.   
 
Guest night was held Thursday May 12, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. with Stacie Ruth & Carrie 
Beth Stoelting presenting an inspring program of music and testimonies.  A good crowd 
was present.  All area Churches were invited.   
 
A sack lunch at Gillette Park was held in September and we dedicated the Least Coins 
(collected at each Circle meeting during the year.) 
 
In October with youth and other church members we had another very successful Omelet 
Brunch, Bake Sale and Country Store.  We are grateful for all the participation.   
 
On December 21, 2011  we held our Advent Tryst service with the help if the St. Paul 
United Methodist Church.  Mittens, hats, scarves, and money donations were given to the 
school nurse.  A wonderful program was given by a number of individuals, which read a 
variety of different inspirational Christmas stories.  There were about 50 people who 
attended.  Cookies, cider, and Coffee were served in the dining room. 
 
PW sent out approximately 84 cards to church members during the 2010- 2011 year. 
 
We hope you will join a Circle this year!!   
 
Many, Many thanks to our church family for again supporting P.W. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
Joyce Woods 
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Memorial Presbyterian Women 
Cherokee, Iowa 

 
 

OFFICERS FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (P.W.) 
2012 

 
 
 

Contact Person………………………………………………………Joyce Woods 
 
Treasurer………………………………………………………………Margaret Woltman 
 
Corresponding Secretary…………………………………………..Donna Braband 
 
Search Committee……………………………………………………Donna Mortenson 
 
Advent Trysts…………………………………………………………. 
 
Sewing and Missions…………………………………………………All Circle Members 
 
Literature and Resources……………………………………………Karen Nelson 
 
Historian………………………………………………………………...Molly Ver Heul 
 
Local Service…………………………………………………………..Ruth Bartel 

      Molly Ver Heul 
      Virginia Whittenburg 
      Ruth Winterton 
 

Installing Officer………………………………………………………Carol Berkler 
 
Circle Contact Persons: 
 
MaryMartha Circle – 3rd Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.  Karen Nelson 
             (225-5305) 
 
Ruth Circle – 3rd Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.   Ruth Winterton 
                                                                                                     (225-9751) 
 
Naomi Circle – 3rd Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.   Joyce Woods 
                                                                                                     (225-3247) 
 
         Donna Mortenson 
             (225-4011) 
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2012 CIRCLE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 
 
 

MARY MARTHA CIRCLE 
 
Contact Person Karen Nelson 
 (225-5305) 
 Margaret Woltman 
 (225-4022) 
 
 Donna Amundson Karen Nelson 
 Ruth Bartel Molly Ver Heul 
 Donna Cedar Opal Pratt Wharton 
 Betty Ehrich Virginia Whittenburg 
 Eleanor Johnson Margaret Woltman 
  
     
 
Shut-Ins: Careage Hills:  Bonnie Beck and Colene Green 
 Holstein Good Samaritan:  Eleanor Allison 
 Cherokee Villa:  Mildred Patterson 
 
 

RUTH CIRCLE 
 

Contact Person   Ruth Winterton 
   (225-9751) 
   
 Carol Berkler Marilyn Cedar 
 Pauline Brown Jeri Evans 
 Doris Carlson Ruth Winterton 
  
 
 
Shut-Ins: Home Bound: Vera Goldhorn 
  
  

NAOMI CIRCLE 
 
Contact Person   Joyce Woods 
   (225-3247) 
 Yvonne Amundson Donna Mortenson 
 Donna Braband Marilyn Reitsma  
 Claudia Brown Janet Sleezer 
 Velda Faust Joyce Woods 
 Sharon Godfrey   
    
 
Shut-Ins: Sunset Knoll Nursing Home—Betsy Christensen 
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PW AUXILLIARY 
 
 
Janice Abrahamson 

 
Jayla Graybill 

 
Dorothy Royer 

 
Christy Badtram 

 
Lori Green 

 
Amy Sarchet 

 
Dorcas Barlow 

 
Libby Gustafson 

 
Christi Sayler 

 
Angy Becker 

 
Dondee Halverson 

 
Patricia Schallehn 

 
Joyce Bennett 

 
Donna Hicks 

 
Vivian Schleef 

 
Gigi Boothby 

 
Lisa Kellen 

 
Diane Sleezer 

 
Donna Brdicko 

 
Karen Kestel 

 
Joan Steele 

 
Kathi Bremicker 

 
Lynn Kintigh 

 
Betty Stewart 

 
Ami Burch 

 
Bree Knipper 

 
Lisa Stowater 

 
Karen Burkhardt 

 
Carol Leidahl 

 
Joan Steele 

 
Julie Case 

 
Noreen Moody 

 
Darla Struck 

 
Gayle Cedar 

 
Jen Nixon 

 
Janet Sullivan 

 
Pat Compton 

 
Rashel Nixon 

 
Trish Sunde 

 
Laura Dawson 

 
Marla Noble 

 
Julie Thomas 

 
Julie De Stigter 

 
La Vonne Paslay 

 
Leanne Valentine 

 
Joni De Vos 

 
Amy Patterson 

 
Patricia Veencamp 

 
Cheryl Ellis 

 
Becky Patterson 

 
Danielle Weber 

 
Dian Erdman 

 
Deb Payne 

 
Vicki WIttgraf 

 
Sonja Faust 

 
Charis Peterson 

 
Nancy Woltman 

 
Betty French 

 
Re Nae Smith 

 
Jalene Woods 
 

Jana Fuller 
 

Delores Richardson Natalie Wulfsen 

Susan Graham Ann Robinson  
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PW 2012 
 
January 18  MaryMartha and Ruth Circles meet, see bulletin for time and 

place.  NAOMI Circle does NOT meet. 
 
February 14  Happy Valentine’s Day! 

Each Circle please supply 4 dozen cookies and all circles will 
help deliver cookies to home bound and nursing home 
residents.  Meet at the church at 2:00 p.m. 

 
February 15  MaryMartha and Ruth Circles meet, see bulletin for time and 

place.  NAOMI Circle does NOT meet. 
 
February 22  Sermons Ala Carte begins for 6 consecutive weeks. 
   February 22, 29, and March 07, 14, 21 and 28. 
 
March 21  Ruth and Naomi Circles meet, see bulletin for time and place. 
               MaryMartha Circle does NOT meet. 
 
April 18  ALL Circles meet, see bulletin for time and place. 
  Distribute Birthday offering envelopes. 
 
Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women of Prospect Hill Presbytery at Presbyterian Camp 
on Lake Okoboji.      WATCH Church bulletin for date, location and time. 
 
May 16  ALL Circles meet, see bulletin for time and place.  Dedicate 

Birthday Offering at each circle meeting, see Jan./Feb. 2011 
Horizons for info.  

 
June 3  Guest Day—Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy this 
  talented group from Sioux City.  At 2:00 p.m., Jenny Herrick 
  will entertain us with her program “God’s Giggle Gang”  (to 
  find out more go to www.allkiddingaside.biz)  
     MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 
 
June 20   ALL Circles meet, see bulletin for time and place. 
 
July 18  Planning meeting for 2012 at 1:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   
  Each Circle please send at least 2 members. 
  Naomi Circle meets at 7:00 p.m. in Church Library. 
  
August 15 ALL Circles meet, see bulletin for time and place. 
 
September 5 Sack Lunch at Gillette Park 12:00 noon  
 Dedication of Least Coin  
 (see info. Nov/Dec 2011 Horizon’s Magazine) 
  Installation of Officers 
 
Fall Workshops----watch the Church bulletin for time, date and location.  All Circle members 
are invited.  
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September 19 ALL Circles meet, see bulletin for time and place. 
 
 
October 14  Omelet Brunch—Country Store and Bake Sale.  Please donate 

for the country store and bake sale.  All circles will furnish 
items for the bake sale and will work at this event.  10:45 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. (6 years old & up $5.00, 5 years old & under free)    

 
October 17  Distribute Thank Offering envelopes at Circle meetings. 
  ALL Circles meet, see bulletin for time and place. 
 
November 14  ALL circles meet one week early this month due to Holiday 
  ALL Circles meet, see bulletin for time and place. 

Dedication of Thank Offering at each Circle Meeting, see 
July/August 2011 Horizons for dedication info.   
Non-perishable items will be collected for Mid-Sioux.    

   
  Bring non-perishable items for Mid-Sioux pantry to Circle  
  meeting. 
  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
December 19  Circles do NOT meet. 
  Advent Tryst – December 19, 2012 AT 9:30 A.M.  Plan to 

attend and bring a friend.  Prepare your heart for Christmas.  
Bring mittens, hats, scarves or monetary gift for the school 
children. 

  Merry Christmas! 
 
Don’t forget Presbyterian Lunch Bunch every 4th Wednesday at noon at Danny’s.   
Except for February, March, November and December. 
Very informal – Come and enjoy a good lunch and fellowship. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Chancel Flowers will be delivered to shut-ins by the following: 
 
 September and October – Ruth Circle 
 November, December and January  – MaryMartha Circle 
 February, March and April – Naomi Circle 
 
The months of May - August, the Chancel Flowers will be delivered by the Deacons. 

 

* * * * 
Our Purpose 

 
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit 
ourselves: 

 to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study 
 to support the mission of the Church Worldwide 
 to work for justice and peace 
 to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) and witness to the promise of God’s Kingdom. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BUDGET 
2011 – 2012 

 
 

On-Going Giving Goal     $   800.00 
 
Presbyterian Contingent Fund    $     80.00 
 
Spring Gift       $     20.00 
 
TOTAL        $1,000.00 
 
 
Mission-Giving: 
 Peace-Making and Hunger    $   100.00 
 Sewing for Mission     $     50.00 
 Special Projects     $   100.00 
 Needy Children in Cherokee    $   100.00 
 
TOTAL        $  350.00 
 
 
Expenses for Local Works: 
 Program      $   100.00 
 Administration:  
      Fellowship Cards & Postage   $     70.00 
 Holiday Projects: 
      Christmas Gifts (Local)    $   100.00 
 
TOTAL        $   270.00 
 
 
Literature       $   100.00 
 
Miscellaneous       $   100.00 
 
TOTAL        $  200.00 
 
TOTAL         $1,820.00 
 
 
       

 
OPPORTUNITY GIFTS that are not budgeted in the year are: 

THANK OFFERING, BIRTHDAY OFFERING,  
HONORARIUMS, MEMORIALS AND LEAST COIN 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY 1, 2011    $422.69 
 
RECEIPTS: 
 Circle Offerings    $568.15 
 Knox Bond Interest    $      .87 
 Thank Offering    $111.00 
 Birthday Offering    $113.00 
 Fellowship of Least Coin   $  17.66 
 Study Guides     $128.00 
 Replacement change (Workshop)  $  70.00 
 Replacement Change for Omelet Brunch $150.00 

Workshop Meals    $263.50 
 Registration for Workshop   $  22.50 
 Food Sold at Workshop   $  86.00 
 Omelet Meals & Donations   $682.00 
 Bake Sale      $640.30 
 From Savings Account   $300.00 
 Sale of Cookies at the All School Reunion $120.00 
 Advent Tryst Offering for School Nurse $268.00  
          $3,540.98 
DISBURSEMENTS: 
 Prospect Hill Presbytery: 
     Pledge     $1,000.00 
     Contingent Fund    $   100.00   
     Spring Gift (Disaster Relief Fund)  $   100.00 
     Registration for Workshop  $     22.50 
     Birthday Offering    $   113.00 
     Fellowship of Least Coin   $     17.66 
     Thank Offering    $   111.00 
     Hunger & Peacemaking   $   100.00 
     Sewing for Missions   $     50.00 
     Food & Supplies for Workshop  $   144.65 
     Food & Supplies for Omelet Brunch $   209.79 
     Change for Workshop   $   150.00 
     Change for Brunch    $     70.00  
     Ad for Omelet Brunch & Bake Sale $     54.00 
     Red Cross (offering at Workshop)     $     25.00  
     Literature     $   245.85 
     School Nurse    $   268.00 
     Fellowship Cards and postage  $   105.00 
     Christmas Gifts    $   125.00 
     Triennium Account   $   100.00 
     Program – Bright Light Ministries $     75.00 
     MPC Youth Group/Omelet Brunch $   350.00 
                $3,536.45 
BALANCE ON HAND DECEMBER 31, 2011    $427.22 
 
BALANCES AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2011 
     KNOX BOND ACCOUNT      $300.00 
     TRIENNIUM ACCOUNT      $658.79 
 
           TOTAL ASSETS       $1,386.01 
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2011 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY REPORT 

In 2011, five afghans were made, blessed, and given. Three were given to 
church members and two as out-reach ministry. 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY GROUP 

BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY 1, 2011   $269.23 

RECEIPTS: 

            Benevolences                        $175.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS:                                                    $175.00 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

            Noreen Moody         Yarn         $291.54 

TOTAL DISBURSMENTS:                                         $291.54  

BALANCE ON HAND DECEMBER 31ST, 2011                  $152.69 

 

 

Submitted by Vivian Schleef 
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                              The 2011 Board of Deacons Annual Report 
 
The Board of Deacons of Memorial Presbyterian Church consists of the following 
members: 
 
Class of 2011                      Class of 2012   Class of 2013 
Vicki Wittgraf   Nathan Leidahl  Marilyn Reistma   
Tim De Stigter  Delores Richardson  Nate Patterson    
Darla Struck   Norm Kolb   Jacquelyn Courtright   
Patricia Sunde   Gale Brown   Marvin Frey    
 
Youth in Training:  Brianna Nixon 
 
Board meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Church Library the first Thursday of each month 
except the month of June, July and August. 
 
The duties of the Deacons include but are not limited to the following: visiting shut-ins 
and nursing home residents.  Reports of these visits are given at the monthly meetings 
along with any prospective new members.  The “Deacon of the Month”  (each Deacon is 
assigned a month) will visit prospective members and then take them a loaf of bread to 
welcome them to the Church and to consider becoming a member.  Several new 
prospects were visited throughout 2011.  Marilyn Reistma compiled a list of names and 
sent out a survey that helped us set up guidelines to whom and when… to make Home 
Visitations. 
 
A rose is placed on the altar, by the Deacons, upon the arrival of all newborns.  A 
wooden cross (now made by Gale Brown) and card are presented at baptisms.  MPC had 
several baptisms in 2011.  Deacons also recognize members celebrating their 90th 
birthday by presenting a crystalline sculpture of Jesus’ hands clasped in prayer, with 
scripture,  “I am with you always”  Matthew 28:20.  Birthday cards are sent to members 
after their 90th birthday.  Cards are also sent to members that have moved away at Easter. 
 
Greeters and Ushers are scheduled for the year by the Deacons and a post-card sent each 
month as a reminder of upcoming duties.  Deacons also see that new friendship pads are 
placed in the pews, and pencils are sharpened.  Deacons take care of the altar flowers 
during the months of May, June, July and August.   
 
Deacons celebrated 2 confirmations and 9 graduations in 2011. 
 
 
 
Nathan Leidahl 
President, Board of Deacons - 2011 
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2011 BOARD OF DEACONS FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY 1ST, 2011:   $371.04 
 
RECEIPTS: 
 02/04/2011   Memorial Presbyterian      $500.00 
 02/04/2011  Donations for 50th year Ordination $  50.00 
 
TOTAL RECEIPTS:       $550.00 
 
DISBURSMENTS: 
 01/15/2011   Rhoadside Blooming House   $    23.54 
   Rose      (Check #2001) 
 02/04/2011 Nathan Leidahl     (Check #2002) $  133.35 
   Supplies for Kruger 50th year of Ordination 
 05/05/2011 Rhoadside Blooming House  $    35.28 
   2 Roses  (Check #2003) 
 05/05/2011 Nathan Leidahl  (Check #2004) $    37.44 
   2 Prayers Hands ordered 
 05/05/2011 Marilyn Reitsma  (Check #2005) $  108.65 
   Postcards    
 05/14/2011 Delores Richardson (Check #2006)  $    52.97 
   Plates and Supplies for Graduation 
 05/15/2011 Marv Frey     (Check #2007)  $    75.98 
   (Graduation cakes) 
 08/05/2011 Rhoadside Blooming House  $    21.40 
   Roses      (Check #2008) 
 09/07/2011 Rhoadside Blooming House  $    10.70 
   Flowers   (Check #2009) 
 10/06/2011 Nathan Leidahl (Check #2010) $  191.76 
   Praying Hands ordered 
 10/06/2011 Marilyn Reitsma   $    12.80 
   Post Cards   (Check #2011) 
 12/06/2011 Rhoadside Blooming House  $      8.56 
   Flowers     (Check #2012) 
 
TOTAL DISBURSMENTS:      $675.04 
 
BALANCE ON HAND DECEMBER 31ST, 2011             $246.00 
 
Submitted by   
 
Gale Brown, Treasurer 
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GENERAL RULES FOR USHERS 
 
If you are unable to serve on a Sunday, you must get your own replacement and call the Head 
Usher.  Replacements must be at least high school age. 
 
Be sure to be at the Church at least 30 minutes before the Worship Service begins.  Check to see 
if any special events are schedules which may require special handling by the Ushers. 
 
Remember you represent the Church: 
 (1) Greet everyone with a smile and a friendly greeting. 
 (2) Give each person a bulletin when they are ushered to their seat. 
 (3) Please dress appropriately. 
 
The early arrivals will find their own seat, but when on duty escort each party to a seat.  Ask:  
“Do you have a preference of where you would like to sit?” 
 
There must be 4 Ushers on duty each Sunday.  There will be a new Head Usher and New Ushers 
appointed each month. 
 
Be sure the candles are lit for the Service.  Two youth from the "The Rock” or Sunday School have 
been assigned to light the candles, and will start lighting candles in September.  The Candle 
Lighting Schedule is posted at the North entrance to the Sanctuary.  Please assist the youth in 
lighting the candles as needed at the beginning and end of the service. 
 
During the announcements, please take a count of attendance.  Have one usher count the 
north side, and another count the east.  Please leave the attendance count on Joni’s desk 
following worship. 
 
After the offertory and during the Doxology, two Ushers take all the plates and bring them to the 
front and set them on the Lord’s Table then wait up front until after the prayer of dedication.  (On 
Sunday’s when celebrating Communion, the offering is not left on the table.) 
 
Observe the location of people in the pews so that they do not need to move to hand the offering 
plate to the next person in the pew by getting up and down.   
 
After the service, pick up bulletins, friendship registers, etc. left in pews.  Straighten books and 
envelopes in racks.   
 
One youth will be invited to ring the bell following worship.  The Pastor will meet the youth and 
help them ring the bell.   
 

Your services to the Church are very significant and greatly appreciated. 
 

THE HEAD USHER WILL: 
 
 (1) Ring the bell at 9:00 a.m. 
 (2) See that the service will be recorded. 
 (3) Be sure the sound system is switched on before each Service, and off   
  following the Service. 
 (4) Be sure the candles are lighted for the Service.  Our youth of the Church   
  are lighting the candles. 
 (5) The Head Usher will assign your place to usher and take up the offering.    
  Be sure you know which position you have to take up the offering.  When   
  the Offertory begins, see that you are regrouped to return the offering. 
 (6) Take attendance. 
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2012 Ushers 
* Denotes Head Usher 

January        July 
*Aaron De Vos      *Bruce Amundson 
  Joni De Vos         Donna Amundson 
  Senior Hugh Students       Delores Richardson 
  Sara Lamb         Marilyn Reitsma 
 
February       August 
*Tom Kellen       *Nathan Leidahl 
  Brianna Kellen        Carol Leidahl 
  Jim Cedar         Marv  Frey 
  Gayle Cedar         Dean Niemeier 
 
March       September 
*John Gordon       *Boyd White 
  Lori Green         Lisa White 
  Opal Wharton        Virginia Whittenburg 
  Todd Faust          Ruth Bartel 
 
April        October 
*Ron Halverson      *Jim Sunde 
  Blake Halverson        Trisha Sunde 
  Brianna Nixon        Richard Abrahamson 
  Clara Wulfsen        Janice Abrahamson 
 
May        November 
*Richard Case       *Mark Patterson 
  Julie Case         Becky Patterson 
  Butch Bergert        Richard Geisinger 
  Bette Bergert         Wayne Waller 
 
June        December 
*Tim De Stigter      *Nathan Leidahl 
  Julie De Stigter        Gale Brown 
  Marc Sarchet         Bud Winterton 
  Amy Sarchet         Ruth Winterton 
 

January 2013 
*Roger Woltman  Donna Cedar 
Lynn Jolly    Diane Jolly 

 
Possible Subs To Call 

Galen Fliear, Nathan Leidahl, Gale Brown, Marv Frey 
Richard Geisinger, Aaron and Joni De Vos 
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2012 Greeters And Fellowship Hosts 
 

The following names have been submitted by the Board of Deacons to serve as Greeters 
and Fellowship Coffee Hour Hosts. Please be at the church at least 30 minutes before the 
church service begins, to greet people. Be sure all visitors are asked to register in the 
guest book. We encourage the entire family to greet whenever it is possible. If you are 
unable to serve on your particular Sunday, please exchange with someone on the list, and 
notify the church office by Thursday of that week. 
 
 Following the Worship Service go downstairs and serve as fellowship Coffee Hour 
Hosts and to clean up afterwards. 
 
 NORTH DOOR    EAST DOOR 
FEBRUARY 
05  Marc & Amy Sarchet    Todd & Sonja Faust & Family 
12  Richard & Barb Geisinger   Opal Wharton 
19  Lisa Stowater & Family    Bruce & Donna Amundson 
26  Jim & Pat Compton    Jim & Lori Green 
 
MARCH 
04  Jim & Gayle Cedar    Nate & Molly Patterson & Family 
11  Lynn & Diane Jolly    Rich & Julie Case 
18  Charles & Doris Carlson    Gale & Pauline Brown 
25  George & Vicki Wittgraf    Marv Frey 
 
APRIL 
01  Don & Brenda Haack    Logan & Amy Patterson & Family 
08  Burdette & Velda Faust    Charles & Marla Noble 
15  Marilyn Leinbaugh    Mark & Becky Patterson 
22  Jim & Trish Sunde    Ron & Dondee Halverson & Family 
29  Lindy Reinhart & Family    Bruce & Connie Ruble 
 
MAY 
06  Molly Ver Heul     Tim & Julie De Stigter 
13  Galen & Sharon Flier    Ruth Bartel & Virginia Whittenburg 
20  Ron & Donna Mortenson    Mark & Becky Patterson 
27  Margaret Rhodes     Karen Nelson 
 
JUNE 
03   Burdette & Velda Faust    Gale & Pauline Brown 
10  John & Pat Veencamp    John & Dorcas Barlow 
17  Don & Marilyn Reitsma    Roger & Margaret Woltman 
24  Nathan & Carol Leidahl    Butch & Bette Bergert 
 
Substitutes: Marv Frey, Roger and Margaret Woltman, Chuck and Doris Carlson, 
Bud and Ruth Winterton, Gale and Pauline Brown. 
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 NORTH DOOR     SOUTH DOOR 
JULY 
01  Bruce & Donna Amundson   David & Janet Sullivan 
08  Donna Hicks     Angy Becker 
15  Dave & Cheryl Ellis & Family   Don & Dorothy Royer 
22  Jackie Courtright & Frank Mikolz  Betty Berigan 
29  Wayne & Betty Stewart    Chuck & Natalie Wulfsen & Family 
 
AUGUST 
05  Richard & Janice Abrahamson   Richard & Roberta Boothby 
12  John & Pat Veencamp    David & Susan Graham 
19  Gil & Kathy Bremicker    Bill & Joyce Bennett 
26  Jerry & Mary Boatman & Ann Krommendyk Troy & Leanne Valentine 
 
SEPTEMBER 
02  Margaret Rhodes     Paul & Darla Struck & Family 
09  Lisa Stowater & Family    Galen & Sharon Flier 
16  Molly Ver Heul     Delores Richardson 
23  Donna Braband     David & Susan Graham 
30  Marc &  Amy Sarchet    Robert & Dian Erdman 
 
OCTOBER 
07  Nathan & Carol Leidahl    Marv Frey 
14  Scott & Danielle Weber    Ron & Dondee Halverson & Family 
21  Don & Brenda Haack    Alan & Tamara Patterson 
28  Karen Kestel     Ruth & Bud Winterton 
 
NOVEMBER 
04  Jim & Ann Robinson    Jim & Katie Leonard 
11  Boyd & Lisa White    Craig & Julie Thomas 
18  Todd & Sonja Faust & Family   Dana & Pandora Phipps 
25  Jeff & Jana Fuller     Logan & Amy Patterson & Family 
 
DECEMBER 
02  Chuck & Marla Noble    Dana & Pandora Phipps 
09  Sara Lamb      Rose Nixon 
16  Dave & Cheryl Ellis & Family   Tom & Lisa Kellen & Family 
23  Eleanor Johnson     Mike & Cara Jacobson & Family 
30  Ethan & Christy Sayler & Family   Roger & Margaret Woltman  
  
JANUARY 2013 
06  Dean Niemeier     Aaron & Nancy Woltman & Family 
13  Sara Lamb      Jackie Courtright & Frank Mikolz 
20  Bruce & Donna Amundson   Nate & Molly Patterson & Family 
27 Dan & Libby Gustafson & Family  Laura Dawson 
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Nursery Schedule 2012 
 
Thank you for being willing to serve in the nursery during Sunday morning worship. If you are 
unable to serve on your assigned date, please try to trade with someone else on the schedule or 
you may also contact DCE Sara Lamb. 
 
Please be at the nursery by 9:15 so that parents have adequate time to leave their kids downstairs 
before worship. Upon arrival, ensure the safety of the space (check for broken toys or anything 
that may be out of place). There is a paid high school youth who is familiar with the routine and 
policies of the nursery. If you have questions about procedure, check with them or find the 
Director of Christian Education for clairification.  
 
Attend to the children at all times—do not leave them alone. If more help is needed, contact the 
DCE or the head usher. There should be at least 2 care attendants in the nursery at all time.  
 
Please follow the posted rules and procedures in the nursery and model Christ’s love to our 
youngest chidren.  
 
The nursery is available for children ages 4 and younger.  
 
January 1—no nursery 
January 8—Alanne Valentine, Sydney Woltman 
January 15—Cheryl Ellis, Charlie Carlson 
January 22—Donna Amundson, Elizabeth Ellis 
January 29—Ami Burch, Katlynn Burch 
 
February 5— Logan Patterson, Will Nixon 
February 12— Christi Sayler, Hannah Sayler 
February 19— Sara Sarchet, Charlie Carlson 
February 26— Katie Leonard, Isabelle Faust 
 
March 4— Lisa White, Brianna Kellen 
March 11— Natalie Wulfsen, Elizabeth Wulfsen 
March 18— Cheryl Ellis, Blake Halverson 
March 25— Cassie Sleezer, Lacie Sleezer 
 
April 1— ReNae Smith, Amelia Faust 
April 8— Sara Lamb, Brianna Nixon 
April 15— Cara Jacobson, Carter Jacobson 
April 22— Amy Patterson, Charlie Carlson 
April 29— Nancy Woltman, Sydney Woltman 
 
May 6— Lindy Reinhart, Maddy Reinhart 
May 13— Christy Badtram, Brendon Sullivan 
May 20— Alanna Valentine, Hannah Sayler 
May 27— Tamara Patterson, Lauren Woltman 

58



Nursery Schedule 2012 
 

June 3— Darla Struck, Alisanne Struck 
June 10— Erica Frey, Will Nixon 
June 17— Ami Burch, Katlynn Burch 
June 24— Dani Weber, Brianna Kellen 
 
July 1— Donna Amundson, Charlie Carlson 
July 8— Cheryl Ellis, Elizabeth Ellis 
July 15— Lisa Hare, Amelia Faust 
July 22— Katie Leonard, Elizabeth Wulfsen 
July 29— Libby Gustafson, Brianna Nixon 
 
August 5— Sara Lamb, Clara Wulfsen 
August 12— Marilyn Reitsma, Blake Halverson 
August 19— ReNae Smith, Will Nixon 
August 26— Sara Sarchet, Sydney Woltman 
 
September 2— Lindy Reinhart, Maddy Reinhart 
September 9— Christi Sayler, Caleb Sayler 
September 16— Cassie Sleezer, Brianna Nixon 
September 23— Lisa White, Charlie Carlson 
September 30— Natalie Wulfsen, Grant Wulfsen 
 
October 7—  Lisa Hare, Alayne Graybill 
October 14— Erica Frey, Alisanne Struck 
October 21— Kimberly Kellen, Brianna Kellen 
October 28— Tamara Patterson, Elizabeth Wulfsen 
 
November 4—   Amy Patterson, Maddy Reinhart 
November 11— Logan Patterson, Will Nixon 
November 18— Karen Burkhardt, Hannah Sayler 
November 25— Diane Sleezer, Lacie Sleezer 
 
December 2— Cara Jacobson, Carter Jacobson 
December 9— Joni DeVos, Clara Wulfsen 
December 16—Christy Badtram, Brendon Sullivan 
December 23— Alex Faust, Isabelle Faust 
December 30— Sara Lamb, Charlie Carlson 
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Candle-lighter Instructions 
 

Thank you for participating in our worship service.  Lighting the candles adds a very important symbol to our 
service, and we’re so glad you can help.  Below is just a reminder of what to do on Sunday mornings. 
 
Before Worship: 
 Please meet at the North Entrance of the church by 9:15. 
 When the prelude begins before worship, an usher will light your candle-lighter. 
 Walk down the center aisle together with your fellow candle-lighter. 
 Walk up into the choir loft and light the candles on the candelabra from bottom to top. 
 Extinguish your candle-lighter and wait for your fellow candle-lighter to finish lighting their candles. 
 Walk out of the choir loft and exit the sanctuary together down the center aisle. 
 Give your candle-lighter to the usher 
 Return to the sanctuary to sit with your family. 

 
Following Worship: 
 During the final hymn of the service, meet at the North entrance of the sanctuary. 
 Walk with your fellow candle-lighter down the center aisle and enter the choir loft. 
 Light your candle-lighter from the first candle, but do not extinguish the candles in the candelabra 
 Exit the choir loft and stand with your fellow candle-lighter in front of the Lord’s Table. 
 When the pastor has given the Benediction, exit the sanctuary together 
 Give your candle-lighter to the usher 

 
If you are unable to fulfill your obligation PLEASE make sure you have found a replacement and notify the 
church office BY Thursday at 3:00 p.m. at (225-2637). 
        THANKS 
 
1/1   Charlie Carlson  Sydney Woltman Leah Ellis 
1/8   Riley Bezoni   Hannah Sayler  Heidi Ellis 
1/15   Will Nixon   Derek Nixon  Emma Patterson 
1/22   Lydia Miller   Katlynn Burch  Jillian Schnaubel 
1/29   Trey Valentine  Elizabeth Wulfsen Ella Badtram 
 
2/5   Jillian Woods   Alayne Graybill Colton Gustafson 
2/12   Alisanne Struck  Max DeVos  Gerrit DeVos 
2/19   Grant Wulfsen   Evan Banse  Isaiah Sayler 
2/26   Lindsay Williams  Amelia Faust  Logan Patterson 
 
3/04   Jared Woltman  Sydney Woltman Nora Dee Hare 
3/11   Darian Owens   Maddy Reinhart Amelia Bo Ellis 
3/18   Isabelle Faust   Hannah Sayler  Nicole DeVos 
3/25   Carter Jacobson  Brendon Sullivan Gabe Vilerreal 
 
4/1   JeMae Nichols   Elizabeth Ellis  Cooper Nixon 
4/8   Layne Reinhart  Isaiah Faust  Olivia Schnaubel 
4/15   Riley Bezoni   Rayann Patterson Emma Patterson 
4/22   Caleb Sayler   Grant Wulfsen  Leah Ellis 
4/29   Aliyah Graybill  Katlynn Burch  Jillian Schnaubel 
 
5/6   Derek Nixon   Jared Woltman Heidi Ellis 
5/13   Max DeVos   Trey Valentine Ella Badtram 
5/20   Charlie Carlson  Alisanne Struck Jadyn Burch 
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ADULT HAND BELL CHOIR MEMBERS 
 
 

Director:  Darla Struck 
 

        Bruce Amundson Donna Amundson 
        Christi Sayler Jackie Courtright 
        Julie De Stigter Lori Green 
        Brenda Haack Sara Lamb 
        Julie Thomas Opal Pratt Wharton 
        Natalie Wulfsen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADULT CHANCEL CHOIR 
 
 

Director:  Becky Elemond 
 

ALTO BASS 
Kathy Bremicker Don Royer 
Dorothy Royer John Veencamp 
Carol Leidahl Wayne Stewart 
Angy Becker Gil Bremicker 
Libby Gustafson Tim De Stigter 
 
SOPRANO TENOR 
Charis Peterson John Barlow 
Joan Franklin Blake Halverson 
Donna Hicks  
Cara Jacobson 
Cheryl Ellis 
Dallas Ellis 
Julie Abrahamson 
Julie Hering-Kent 
 
 
 
 

Accompanist:    Dianne Gordon, Meribeth Adams,  
Judy Brown and Julee Abrahamson 
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